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€ Radio Amateurs du Canada 


Editor: Cam Inglis VESUXN Prepared for packet by Steve Cutway VE3GRS 
ITEM 01: TRC-86 IS INDUSTRY CANADA LISTENING ??? 


Surprise! Surprise! Your letters of complaint do have an impact in Ottawa. You have barely got Industry 
Canada’s attention -just barely! Read on! 


At a recent meeting with RAC over the flawed TRC-86 proposal to control the transmission of “interfering” 
RF signals through field strength measurement standards, Industry Canada (IC) officials admit to being 
swamped by letters from irate amateur radio operators from across Canada. Letters of complaint are 
coming down from the Prime Minister’s and other Minister’s offices in large quantities. The mail has been 
so heavy that for weeks, answering it has taken up to 80% of a key person’s time to provide responses back 
to the higher echelons of government. 


Industry Canada gave no indication that the flawed policy petind TRC-86 will be scrapped, said RAC 
President Farrell Hopwood VE7RD. Industry Canada continues to “skate” all around the issue. The 
question Mr. Hopwood asked is, “Will the government be just and reasonable to Canada’s amateurs and 
consumers?” 


If you plan to write Mr. Manley, Minister of Industry, his address is: 


The Honourable John Manley 
Minister of Industry 

C.D. Howe Building 

235 Queens Street 

Ottawa, K1A 0H5 


Keep in mind that no postage is required when writing to the Minister. You may also wish to send similar 
correspondence to your Member of Parliament which may also be mailed postage free. 


DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


The RAC (Radio Amateurs of Canada), Board of Directors has announced the formation of the Digital 
Communications Advisory Committee (DCAC). The Committee will advise the Board of Directors and 
National Executive on the current use, trends and future of amateur radio digital communications. The 
committee will engage in evaluating and planning on all matters concerning digital technology and its 
impact on amateurs in the use of the radio frequency spectrum. 


The Committee will be chaired by Doug Frame VE3JDF of Ottawa. The nomination of suitable committee 
members from across Canada is underway. Contact your Regional Director for further information. 


More details on the make-up, activities and goals of the Committee will be outlined in a future issue of TCA 
(The Canadian Amateur Magazine). 


OUTGOING QSL BUREAU 


The Radio Amateurs of Canada offer a service to members for the outgoing mailing of QSL cards. The 
address is: RAC Outgoing QSL Bureau, Bag 5000, Morinville, AB., TOG 1P0. The custodian is Norm Waltho 
VE6VW. | 


Reports coming from the Bureau indicate that a huge backlog of cards has been recently sorted and cleared. 
They weighed around 500 Kg. 


ITEM 04: UPCOMING EVENTS WE’VE HEARD ABOUT 


The Down East Amateur Radio Flea Market 1994 will be held at Exhibition Park, Atlantic Winter Fair 
Grounds, Halifax, Nova Scotia on Saturday, May 14, 1994, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact Bob VEIRRR by 
Packet Radio or phone 1 902 477-5611 or toll free 1 800 561-7666 for more details. 


A Ham Social is also scheduled in conjunction with this event for Friday, May 13, 1994, beginning at 7 p.m. 
The location is Keddy’s Halifax Hotel. 


Attention R.C.A.F. Wireless Airgunners. To mark the 50th Anniversary of Number 4 Wireless School, the 
Haliburton Ontario Amateur Radio Club will operate a special event station May 27 to May 29, 1994. They 
will be using a special event call VD3WAG. Look for them at 7230, 14270, 14050 and 21320. Thanks to Russ 
VE8SRU for this item. If you need more details you can reach him via Packet Radio. 


The annual Central Alberta Radio League (CARL) Father’s Day Picnic and Hamfest will be held at 
beautiful riverside Burbank Park Campground on June 17, 18 and 19, 1994. The location is a few minutes 
north of Red Deer on Highway 2A near the junction of 597. Follow the signs. Blair VE6BJH 343-1655 or Bob 
VE6BLD 782-3438 have the details. Both can be reached on Packet Radio. Those booking flights on 
Canadian Airlines should reference their file number 5079 for special convention rates. Greyhound Bus 
Lines are offering special convention rates as well. 


The first Nation Convention of Radio Amateurs of Canada will take place in Calgary, Alberta, July 29 to 31, 
1994. Attendance is expected to top 1,500. For registration information contact Don Birks VE6NOD, 2023- 
41 Avenue S.W., Calgary, AB, T2T 2M2. His telephone (evenings) is (403) 243-4454, or you can fax him at 
(403) 287-0290. 


The Brantford Ontario Amateur Radio Club will be operating a special event station VE3BA from 1400Z to 
2000Z on June 4 and 5, 1994 from the Bell Homestead to commemorate the 120th anniversary of Alexander 
Graham Bell’s invention of the telephone at the this site in the summer of 1894. Approximate frequencies 
will be 7170, 14170 and club repeater 147150. For special event certification send QSL and 9” x 12” SASE 
to: Brantford Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 25036, Brantford, On., N3T 6K5. 


The Quinte Ontario Amateur Radio Club Hamfest and Computer Show will be held Saturday June 18, 1994 
at Dick Ellis Arena, Harder Drive, Belleville, Ontario. Doors Open at 9 a.m. For more information contact 
Don VE3DQN 613 968-9242 or Ron VE3UGU 613 967-1318. 


Industry Canada advises that the special callsign CH8X has been assigned for a ete event called DX 
Radio Event 94 which will take place May 21 and 22, 1994, in the Vankleek Hill area of Eastern Ontario. 


The Ottawa Valley Mobile Radio Club Fleamarket will be held on May 14, 1994 at 716 Morin Avenue, 
Ottawa. Doors open at 9 a.m. The location is North off the Queensway on St. Laurent Blvd. Talk-in on 
147.300+. For more information call Ken Barry VE3KJB, 613 746-4823. 


The Dayton Ohio Hamfest is scheduled for the weekend of April 29 and 30, 1994. This is North America’s 

. largest with 2,406 fleamarket spaces and 500 inside exhibit spaces as well. More than 30,000 people are 
expected to make the pilgrimage to experience the 100 acre outdoor fleamarket, 60 plus forums and 150 plus 
commercial exhibitors. Radio Amateurs of Canada will be well represented in the persons of First Vice- 
President Dana Shtun VE3DSS, and Legal Counsel Tim Ellam VE6SH. Tim will be part of the legal forum 
scheduled for Sunday morning. RAC has the Chatham-Kent Amateur Radio Society to thank for sharing 
some space and the invitation is there for all Amateurs to visit. Look for them in spots 3101 and 3102. For 
parking in Dayton try the Salem Mall, Forest Park Plaza, Mendelsen Electronics in downtown Dayton, 
Meijers store on North Main Street and I-70, the Dayton mall or the Air Force Museum. There are also 
10,000 parking spaces within close proximity to the Hara Arena and Exhibition Centre. 


The Central Ontario Amateur Radio Fleamarket will be held in Kitchener, Ontario on Saturday, June 4, 
1994. The location is Bingeman Park at 1380 Victoria Street North. Hours are 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
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TRC-86 “UNACCEPTABLE & VICTIMIZES AMATEURS” 


RAC (Radio Amateurs of Canada) told officials of Industry Canada(IC) at the March 17, 1994 meeting of the 
Canadian Amateur Radio Advisory Board (CARAB) that IC’s TRC-86 proposal to set standards for so-called 
“interfering” RF transmissions is “flawed” and that it is completely unacceptable. 


RAC’s Ralph Cameron VE3BBS pointed to the serious inconsistencies in the proposal and reminded IC that 
the Radio Advisory Board of Canada’s (RABC) EMC Committee also takes issue with the document. 


While RAC acknowledges IC’s desire to adopt appropriate regulatory standards and to establish procedures 
to measure and control the field strength of RF transmissions, the imposition of such controls is 
unacceptable to RAC without the simultaneous reciprocal adoption of appropriate government regulations 
and standards to control the sale and use, to Canadian consumers, of inferior RF susceptible devices. IC 
officials noted that amateurs, transmitting from mainly urban areas, would be especially impacted by the 
proposed standards. 


RAC Vice President of Government Affairs, Earle Smith VE6NM, emphasized that RAC will continue to 
pursue the adoption by Canada, of mandatory RSE (radio sensitive equipment) standards for equipment 
sold in Canada. Any attempt to impose this “one-sided” control on amateur stations will be viewed as a 
completely unjust victimizing of transmitter owners by the government of Canada, he said. 


ATV DEMONSTRATIONS AT RAC ANNUAL CONVENTION IN CALGARY 


Amateur Television (ATV) enthusiasts will have lots to look forward to at the Radio Amateurs of Canada 
(RAC) first annual convention in Calgary July 29 to 31, 1994, according to Ken Oelke VE6AFO, who is also 
chairman of the convention and Emergency Coordinator for the Calgary Amateur Radio Association 
(CARA). 


The local Amateur Television Section of CARA would like to attract all ATVers and interested radio 
amateurs to join them at the Calgary convention for a weekend demonstration of their equipment. 


ATV in Calgary is a very integral part of the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES), and the City of : 
Calgary Disaster Service. The group has a fully equipped van for ATV and VHF communications which will 
have the ability to relay television signals into the Emergency Operation Centre as well as the Tri-Services 
Command Bus which is also equipped with Amateur Radio and ATV receive capabilities. The Tri-Services 
consist of Fire, Police and Emergency Medical Service. The Incident Commander can view exactly what is 
going on at a disaster site by requesting ATV pictures. Portable ATV systems, which are carried on an 
individuals back gives mobility to any where the Incident Commander wishes to send them. VHF 
communications is maintained with these portable operators in order to relay which camera is required to 
be on or off. 


The ARES Communications Van and the City of Calgary Disaster Services Command Bus will be on site for 
complete demonstrations during the convention weekend. 


WANTED - A FEW GOOD VOLUNTEERS 


An election for all positions on the Radio Amateurs of Canada Board of Directors will be held in the fall of 
1994. The newly elected Directors will begin their term of office in January 1, 1995. Amateurs are 
encouraged to begin the search for the right candidates now. Well qualified Amateurs with experience and 
the desire to commit to the job best suit these positions. 


Send nominations to Radio Amateurs of Canada, P.O. Box 356, Kingston, On., K7L 4W2. The deadline is 
September 1, 1994. A biographical sketch of no more than 300 words must accompany the nomination. 


Look for full details in TCA (The Canadian Amateur Magazine), J une and J uly/August issues. 
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A CHANCE TO SEE INTO AMATEUR RADIO’S FUTURE 


Tom Jones, Chief, Authorization Policies, Procedures and Programs, Spectrum Management Operations for 
Industry Canada (IC), has confirmed his attendance at the Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) conference in 
Calgary this July. 


Mr. Jones will be speaking and fielding questions with regard to current RAC/IC initiatives to delegate the 
administration of Amateur Radio activities to RAC. Anyone who is concerned of how and where Amateur 
Radio is going into the year 2000 will want to stay tuned for this one. 


CHIEF OF DXCC FOR ARRL CONFIRMED FOR CALGARY 


His name is Bill Kennamer K5FUV, and he writes the How’s DX column for QST. Ken Oelke, Chairperson of 
the Radio Amateurs of Canada’s first annual conference in Calgary in July has confirmed Mr. Kennamer’s 
attendance. He will be flying in just for the conference. 


Ken says that folks wishing to get their DXCC cards checked will first get the proper forms before the 
conference and bring them along with their cards. The forms are not available yet, but they will be mailed 
out to those requesting them before the convention. Let the conference committee know when you register 
that you need the forms. If you have already registered drop them a note so that you are sure to receive 
them before the conference. 


WINNIPEG 70 CM TV “PIGGY-BACKING” TO STOP 


Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) has been assured by Industry Canada (IC) that recent special 
“Experimental” TV licenses for some Winnipeg schools operating inside the edge of the amateur 70 cm band 
will not be renewed. The licenses expires June 30, 1994. RAC officials, working with and through the 
Winnipeg Amateur Radio Club, in co-operation with IC officials in Winnipeg and with Industry Canada in 
Ottawa, have been assured that operation in the 70 cm band will cease. 


While RAC applauds the use of distance educational programs through the use of TV facilities, RAC 
maintains that enterprises which are non-amateur in nature must apply to operate on commercial 
institutional bands and not “piggy-back” on the amateur service. To do otherwise would set licensing and 
operational precedents which could undermine the non-commercial use of the amateur radio bands. The 
amateur bands must not be forfeited to users who are seeking economic savings under the guise of service to 
the community. 
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REPEATER IN THE SKY CALLED A SUCCESS 


A balloon carrying a 800 milliwatt, 2-metre repeater was launched on October 30, 1993 and travelled from 
Hawkesbury, Ontario to New Brunswick. VE2AW, Gerry, confirmed 374 QSO’s. Other stations running nets 
included one in Quebec City, and Rimouski, Quebec, and then finally Carleton, New Brunswick. From 
Carleton VE1 operators could listen to the balloon. In advance announcements operators expected the 
balloon to reach heights of 20,000 to 50,000 feet. 


VE2HLS and VE2UMS, Serge, is looking to confirm contacts on the Quebec, Rimouski and Carleton nets. 
Thanks to the Montreal Amateur Radio Club bulletin for this item. 


OUTGOING QSL BUREAU 


The outgoing RAC QSL Bureau is moving to Alberta. The new address is Bag 5000, Morinville, AB., TOG 
1P0. The custodian is Norm Waltho VE6VW. The VE6 incoming QSL Bureau has been switched to Larry 
Langston VE6LLL, P.O. Box 3364, Ft. Saskatchewan, AB., T8L 2T3. 


For outgoing cards put your return address on the front upper corner of your envelope containing your 
cards. Put your RAC membership number under your address. Don’t put more than six or seven cards in 
each envelope and arrange them in order of prefix and also extensions. 


To receive incoming cards simply supply the RAC Bureau with a number of self-addressed envelopes and 
enough money to cover postage. If postage rates change, send enough money to cover increase. Finally, 
please be patient. The Bureau is staffed by dedicated volunteer hams who do all the assembling, sorting and 
mailing. 


NEW CALLSIGN ASSIGNMENTS 
The ITU has provisionally assigned the following international prefixes: 


EKA-AKZ Armenia 
T9A-T9Z Bosnia-Herzogovina 
Z3A-Z3Z Macedonia 
AJA-4JZ Azerbaijan 
4LA-4LZ Georgia 

The following are expected shortly: 
EMA-EOZ Ukraine 
ERA-ERZ Moldavia 
EUA-EWA Belarus 
EXA-EXZ Kirgistan 
EYA-EYZ Tadzikistan 
EZA-EZZ Turkmenistan 
E3A-E3Z Eritrea 
RAA-RZZ Russia 
UAA-UIZ Russia 
UJA-UMZ Uzbekistan 
URA-UZZ Ukraine 


France is said to have changed the prefixes of overseas territories. 

French Guiana (FY), Guadeloupe (FG), and Martinique (FM) change to TO. 
The present FO, FP, FR, and FK change to TX. 

The above changes were reported in the December Algoma Amateur. 
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TECHNICAL NETS 


The Scarboro Amateur Radio Club bulletin mentions three Sunday nets which may be of interest. On 14.317 
MHz starting at 17:00z there is an Icom Users Net with AB40OH (Canadian sign VE3DGY), providing 
detailed technical support, followed at 19:00z by a Yaesu net and then at 20:00z by a Kenwood net. 


NiMH NEW BATTERY TECHNOLOGY 


Be on the watch for NiMH which is the new battery technology which is expected to offer several 
advantages over NiCd. Because of greater energy density battery power will be lighter and require less 
space. NiMH will have a slower discharge rate than NiCd. Other features include rapid charging, endurance 
of more than 500 charge/discharge cycles, and sealed construction. 


They are expected to be expensive at first, and more finicky than other batteries, with their custom charging 
profiles handled best by special battery-charger ICs. They also work over a narrower temperature range. 


The NiMH cell uses a nickel oxide positive electrode, like NiCd cells. The negative electrode is a new rare- 
earth metal hydrogen-absorbing alloy, which absorbs and desorbs hydrogen gas. From ACC Notes, 
published by Advanced Computer Controls, Inc. Thanks to the London ARC bulletin for this item. 
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OUTSTANDING CQ WORLD WIDE DX CONTEST RESULT 


VE3RRH, Kevin, thought he did pretty well when he scored 618,000 points and won first in Ontario in the 
World Wide DX Contest in 1992. His wife VE38FNY, Lynn, who he says got interested in amateur radio 
during that October 1992 contest, and then got her basic ticket, and subsequently her 12 word per minute 
endorsement, this year in the same contest scored an amazing 108,295 points. This score was the result of 
250 contacts with 124 countries in 55 zones over five bands. Kevin says that his first contest in 1990 
resulted in 20,000 points and in 1991 he managed 102,000 points. 


Thanks again to St. Catharine’s NPARC Feedline for this item. 


ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR B.C. BOATER’S NET 


The B.C. Boater’s Net serves boaters operating in local waters during the summer cruising season. The 
coverage area extends from the area of Seattle in Puget Sound to Alaska and to the West Coast of Vancouver 
Island. Most of the traffic is handled on the Saltspring Island repeater at 147.32 MHz, starting at 1700 
hours. At approximately 1800 hours the net moves to 3.855 MHz for the longer range contacts. 


The net began more than ten years ago and last summer 150 boats checked in according to a report in Zero- 
Beat, the Victoria Short Wave Club bulletin. Approximately fifty percent of the boats are Canadian, most of 
the remainder are U.S. Many of the participating hams fly the distinctive Boater’s Net Flag as a means of 
identifying other hams on the water. The net operates between June and September with net controller 
duties rotating between various volunteer controllers. 


If you are interested in more details contact VE7GIC, de Iain Cooke, at the Victoria Short Wave Club. 


A PACKET MESSAGE FROM SANTA 


Mark Tessier VE3TES in Cornwall, Ontario says he likes helping out people in the amateur radio 
community and all requests for letters from Santa via packet radio will be answered. If you have a letter 
from your children or grandchildren address them to VE3TES@VE3IGM. Mark says that he gets a great 
amount of personal satisfaction from a project like this and that he has played Santa on the air for the third 
year for mentally challenged children in his area. 


